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The Philipines Does Not Have Sovereignty over Scarborough Shoal :
An Analysis Based on a Selection of the 17th to 19th Century Western Maps

CAO Shu-ji', XU Pan—qing*
(1. School of Humanites, Shanghai Jiao Tong Univeristy, Shanghai 200030, China;
2. Sanjiang University, Jiangsu Nanjing 210012, China)

Abstract; In this paper, it was proven that Scarborough Shoal was discovered by the Dutch,
as evidenced in a map of 1690. By overlapping modern and ancient maps, it was found that due to
technical reasons, Scarborough Shoal was placed at a different longitude, whereas its latitude was
correctly placed in the 1690 map. Both the English map of 1728 and the Spanish map of 1734 kept
this mistake. However, the disastrous shipwreck of the English ship Scarborough in 1748 triggered
further investigations into the mysterious rock. Having solved the longitude problem, Scarborough
Shoal was, for the first time, correctly positioned in the map of 1778. On the other hand,
Scarborough Shoal co-existed with two other “Phantom Islands”, to its north and south
respectively, in the 1690 Dutch map. This, then, became a dubious pattern that went unchallenged
for the next century. The old one with the wrong longitude co-existed with the correct one until
early 19th century when Western cartographers ceased to mark the old “Phantom Island”. In the
ancient Western maps available today, Scarborough Shoal was, for a few times, together with
many other Western Pacific islands, positioned within the realm of the Spanish colony. However,
it was never part of the maps of the Republic of Philippines.
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